CHAIRMANS REPORT 2008/09.

It is with great regret that I have to announce the passing in the last twelve months of two of our strongest supporters. First was the loss of Ross Schaschke, Ross was Cheltenham’s branch secretary for many years and held the office through some of our tough times. Our condolences go to Eric and the rest of the family. Also we mourn the loss of Derek Harbour. An avid supporter and helper of this branch. I expect he will be remembered by his appearance as Rene at our forties night a few years ago.  So can we stand for one minuet silence in memory of these two friends and supporters.
November 08. Branch members attended the Service of Remembrance at the Cenotaph, and later attended the Festival held in the Town Hall.

December 08.  We attended Cheltenham’s Charity day held in the Promenade. Also in December was our Carol Service held on the steam train from Toddington.

January.  We held a Frog Race, held in St Lukes hall, this was a great success. As was the Bangers and Mash supper held afterwards. Also in January the committee held our annual dinner at the Clock Tower, this was attended by most of the committee and friends. Jan 30th was our effort for S O S day, this was a collection at Tesco’s which raised a few bob for the cause.

February. The Masked Ball was held at the Thistle hotel, this event is put on by several local branches pulling together and putting on a wonderful annual event.

March.  We held our annual skittles match here at the Civil Service Club. It was well attended and a great night was had by all.

April. We had our Flag Day this month. It was held on a Saturday and I think we could have done a bit better if we had a few more collectors, so if you think that you could help us for just an hour or so next year will you please see Derek after the meeting. 

May. This year I had the great honour of being awarded the Institutions Gold Badge, I went to London with my family and received the award from the Duke of Kent at the Barbican at the R N L I Annual General Meeting. It was a wonderful day and one that I will remember for many years to come and an award that I will treasure. I wish to put on record that this award was not possible but for the help and dedication that I have received from this committee over the years. Also this month we held a door collection at Morrisons which was another successful day. The Mayor Making was attended by Fay, as our President was sworn in. On the 24th the Inland Water Day was held at the Croft Farm Water Park nr Tewkesbury. This was a great success and was put on from S W Area office which involved all of the local branches. The weather stayed fine and capsize demonstrations by real lifeboat crews thrilled the spectators. We were also visited by some friendly Daleks,

June. I was invited to Head office at Pool to the Presentation of Awards to the people that could not get to London in May, also at this event Silver and Bronze badges and Statuettes were presented.

July. Saw the Cirencester Country Fair, Another success with souvenir sales, thanks must be given to Avril for all the events and backroom chores that have to be done on the souvenir front. On the 5th which was sea Sunday I attended a service in Gloucester to remember all those seafarers that gave their lives for this country. On the 9th a Picnic was held at Chavenage House, followed by a concert. This was organised by several local branches. On the 25th saw Fay and myself at Hardwick court Gloucester, I was the R N L I Standard bearer at this tattoo.

September. Saw us at our annual visit to the Prescott Hill Climb, this was the best year ever for Souvenir sales and bucket collection. Thanks go to the collectors and John Couch for organising this event. Porthcawl station invited Fay to the naming of their new Lifeboat, She attended and was given a great day by the crew.
October. Our committee member Margaret Beverley held a bridge drive in aid of the R N L I and had a great success. This was the second year of holding this event and it was so popular that there was a waiting list for any cancellations. Thank you Margaret for all of the hard work that you put into this event. Toddington Steam Fair held at Cheltenham racecourse station was a very successful event, held over two days and attended by thousands of people, Souvenir sales were up from last year and the collecting box showed a nice increase. This is a busy month for the committee. On the 23rd we held our Quiz night with a Fish & Chip supper, 77 Fish and chips, supplied by Champion Chippy and a nice profit at the end to go into the branches figures.

Our great friend and supporter, Nan Richardson of Pegasus court held her annual coffee morning which was attended by Avril & Fay, Souvenir sales were up and a very pleasant morning was had by all. Thanks to Nan for her continuing support to the Institution. Avril & Fay attended a Tribute to the R N L I held in Cranham, this was a show about the history of the institution, and Cheltenham branch benefited from some good souvenir sales.

November. Mr John Baker our vice president planted a cross in the garden of remembrance in the Promenade.

That brings us up to tonight.

 Later this month we will lay a wreath at
the Cenotaph and attend the Festival Of Remembrance at the Town Hall.  

December. 3rd is our 999 Carol service held in the chapel at Cheltenham College, All are welcome, so come and start Christmas off with a good sing. On the following Saturday is the Cheltenham charity market, held in the Promenade, so come and get those last Christmas cards and presents.

Next year. Our first big event is Burns Night, With Major Iain Wilcox, This is a first for us so please come and support this wonderful evening.

Our Diary of Events should be available in the new year and I hope that you will attend as many events as possible throughout the year.

Cheltenham branch of the R N L I has been going for a good many years and for the last 22 years I have had the privilege of being at the helm. I feel that as a cox of a good crew it is time for me to step down and let someone else take hold of the rudder. I have had a great time being Chairman of such a hardworking branch and I have met so many friends of the Lifeboat family here and around our coasts including the coasts of Ireland. The award that was awarded to me earlier this year was a great honour and I would like to thank my wife Georgie for allowing me to give so much of our married life to the institution, like in the early days having to step over souvenirs to be able to get into bed and sitting in cold fields with a tent trying to sell souvenirs, so thank you Georgie. So at the end of my voyage as coxswain of the Cheltenham Lifeboat I would now like to pass it over to your new chairman Mr John Couch.  Thank you…

